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of Hope has been credited with developing 
over 200 patents with 3 of the top-selling can-
cer drugs on the market being based on dis-
coveries from their laboratories. This institution 
is also a pioneer in the field of bone marrow 
transplantation with over 11,000 bone-marrow 
transplants performed since the institution’s 
creation. 

Under the leadership of Dr. Michael Fried-
man as Chief Executive Officer, City of Hope 
has entrenched itself as a scientific and med-
ical institution of national renown. Throughout 
his 10 years as CEO, Dr. Friedman has main-
tained and expanded one of the largest and 
most successful cancer research and treat-
ment institutions in the country. On Saturday, 
January 11th I have the honor of attending a 
gala on the 100th anniversary of City of 
Hope’s first patient to recognize Dr. Friedman, 
his successor Ronald W. Stone, and Chair-
man of City of Hope’s Board of Directors 
Norm Payson. 

Mr. Speaker, Representatives CHU, SCHIFF 
and I ask all Members to join us in celebrating 
the centennial anniversary of City Hope’s first 
patient and recognizing Dr. Michael Friedman 
for his service. 

f 

HONORING ALBERT ‘‘AL’’ LITTLE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 10, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor an innovator of the 
community, Mr. Albert ‘‘Al’’ Little and Al’s 
Flower Shop. 

Albert, a native of Yazoo City, Mississippi, 
decided to return to Yazoo County, MS after 
living in Chicago for 40 years, where he 
worked in real estate. Upon retirement Al de-
cided that Chicago was too cold and decided 
to make a change. 

After returning to Yazoo City in 1995, Al 
worked with Mary Anderson, who handled 
landscaping for the city. Mr. Little credits Mary 
for teaching him about plants and flowers. Al 
is the owner of Al’s Flower Shop located on 
Broadway in Yazoo City, Mississippi. 

Inside the shop, the static clears and the 
antique radio picks up some lively tune from 
the 1930s. ‘‘This business is really just a fun 
hobby to me. I love doing it, and that’s all 
there is to tell.’’ says Al Little. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Albert ‘‘Al’’ Little for giving back 
to the community in which he was born. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GRANDVIEW HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 10, 2014 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the students at Cherry Creek 
School District’s Grandview High School for 
their victory in the Classroom Law Project’s 
We The People competition on December 16, 
2013. Grandview will now move on to Wash-
ington, DC, where they will represent the great 
State of Colorado in the national contest. 

The knowledge of democracy and the Con-
stitution demonstrated by these young men 
and women is inspiring. It always encourages 
me when younger generations take an interest 
in government and I am privileged to rep-
resent these bright young students in the 
House of Representatives. 

This team has studied hard and I look for-
ward to seeing them compete for our home 
state. I am certain they will represent Colorado 
well in the national competition and wish them 
all the best in their future endeavors. Mr. 
Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Grayson 
Abele, Sofia Carrillo, William Coleman, Cierra 
Cowden, Samuel Ehrhard, Jacob Fogleman, 
Selamawit Gashaw, Renee Hansen, Tae Woo 
Kim, Emily Neff, Khoa Nguyen, Riley Purnell, 
Margeaux Reed, Paul Salame, Jordan Shank, 
John-Rudolph Smith, Zachary Talpas, Ande 
Troutman, and Jonathan Woronoff for their 
achievement at the Colorado State We The 
People competition and to wish them the best 
of luck at the national level. 
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HONORING JACKSON-HINDS 
COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH CENTER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 10, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable Central 
Mississippi Civic Improvement Association, 
Inc. (CMCIA), d/b/a Jackson-Hinds Com-
prehensive Health Center. It was incorporated 
in October 1970 as a nonprofit 501c(3) organi-
zation to engage in planning and development 
of comprehensive health services for residents 
of poor, largely non-white, communities in 
Jackson, Mississippi and surrounding areas. 

Jackson-Hinds Comprehensive Health Cen-
ter (JHCHC) is the largest community health 
center in Mississippi. Since its inception, 
JHCHC has grown from a ‘‘one-bus-and-Sun-
day school-classroom’’ operation to become a 
multi-site, multi-disciplinary provider of health 
services in Hinds, Warren, and Copiah coun-
ties. Jackson-Hinds is one of only two feder-
ally qualified health centers (FQHC) in the 
state operating a clinic for the homeless and 
the only FQHC operating a HUD housing com-
plex for low-income elderly and disabled resi-
dents. 

A seventeen-member Board of Directors 
governs JHCHC. Its members represent civic 
and religious organizations, homeless per-
sons, homemakers and residents of medically 
underserved communities that utilize center 
services and programs. Throughout its thirty- 
two year history, the Board of Directors, man-
agement and staff of JHCHC have delivered 
services consistent with its mission statement: 
To provide low cost, quality, family-based 
health care and social services to people who 
may not otherwise have access to them. 

A $16 million per year operation, JHCHC 
has an annual economic impact of approxi-
mately $32 million on the community. It em-
ploys over 180 health professionals throughout 
its three county service area, purchases goods 
and services from many local vendors and 
suppliers and serves as a training site for un-
dergraduate and graduate students in various 
health care disciplines. Furthermore, JHCHC 
saves community resources by providing pa-

tients with more effective, cost-efficient care 
and reducing inappropriate use of local emer-
gency rooms. 

As the largest provider of primary health 
care services to the poor, uninsured and un-
derserved population in central Mississippi, the 
prime objective of JHCHC is to eliminate dis-
parities in health care access for these 
groups, which often fall between the gaps of 
private insurance and personal income. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Jackson-Hinds Comprehensive 
Health Center for their dedication to serving. 

f 

HONORING DAVID R. WHITMER 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 10, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor David Whitmer upon his 
retirement as Agriculture Commissioner and 
Sealer of Weights and Measures for Napa 
County. I thank Mr. Whitmer for his thirty-three 
years of dedicated service to the people of 
Napa County, during which time his support 
for agriculture in Napa Valley and the State of 
California is both admirable and deserving of 
recognition. 

Mr. Whitmer was born and raised in Napa 
Valley. He attended Napa Valley College be-
fore transferring to California State University, 
Chico, where he received a Bachelor of 
Science in Biology. He returned to Napa, 
where he served the county for thirty-three 
years, including five four-year terms as Agri-
culture Commissioner. 

As Agriculture Commissioner, Mr. Whitmer 
worked to protect local crops from invasive 
species, including the Glassy-winged Sharp-
shooter, a major carrier of Pierce’s disease. 
When the European Grapevine Moth was dis-
covered in Napa County in 2009, Mr. Whitmer 
worked with state, federal and international 
partners to detect, treat and quarantine the 
threat. For his efforts, he was awarded the 
first-ever ‘‘Special Achievement-Manager 
Award’’ from the California Agriculture Com-
missioners and Sealers Association 
(CACASA). During his years of service, Mr. 
Whitmer took on a leadership role with 
CACASA, where he served as both President 
and as Chair of the Pesticide Regulatory Af-
fairs Committee and the Legislation Com-
mittee. Now that he has retired, Mr. Whitmer 
plans to work with Circles USA, a national 
campaign to combat poverty. 

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time 
that we honor and thank Mr. Whitmer for his 
invaluable service to the County of Napa. 
David Whitmer’s unyielding dedication to pro-
tecting and promoting agriculture in Napa Val-
ley is greatly appreciated by the entire Napa 
community and we wish him a most enjoyable 
retirement. 

f 

HONORING CHESTER H. STANFORD 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 10, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a challenge-oriented 
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young man who understands that it takes te-
nacity and self reliance to reach the highest 
success, Mr. Chester H. Stanford. 

Chester H. Stanford was born November 
26, 1995 in Chicago, IL to proud parents Trav-
is and Nora Stanford. He attended St. Eliza-
beth Catholic School in Chicago, IL for two 
years in kindergarten and first grade. It is this 
institution that he credits for giving him an ad-
vanced perspective of what knowledge is and 
what can be done to obtain it. 

In September 2003 Chester and his mother 
relocated to Vicksburg, MS to care for his 
grandmother. Chester believes the responsi-
bility of caring for his grandmother in the ab-
sence of his mother is what taught him to care 
for others, which in turn made him want to do 
all he can to help the next person. 

Chester is a member of the Vicksburg High 
School JROTC, which he credits for molding 
his character. Chester has climbed the ranks 
in JROTC. Starting his freshman year, he 
went from being a Cadet Private to Cadet Cor-
poral his sophomore year; he progressed from 
Cadet Corporal to Cadet Second Lieutenant 
and gained the position of the Battalion Train-
ing Officer. 

Currently, during his junior year, he pro-
gressed from Cadet Second Lieutenant to 
Cadet Captain. Through this program he has 
learned what service truly is. He has partici-
pated in and led several community service 
events at nursing homes, community events, 
and elementary schools. He has also partici-
pated in charity events for the local Child 
Abuse Prevention (CAP) Center through the 
Culinary Arts Program, through which he, 
along with 20 other students, prepared thou-
sands of hot meals that were sold to gain 
money for the organization. 

Chester credits his mother for being the 
backbone of the family and directing his path. 
His motto is, ‘‘that all things can be done 
through the love and service of your fellow 
man.’’ 

Chester is a member of Mt. Carmel M. B. 
Church where he has served as secretary of 
the Sunday School Department since 2008 
and in 2011 became a Sunday School teach-
er. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Chester H. Stanford for his 
hard work, dedication and a strong desire to 
achieve through adversity. 

f 

ACKNOWLEDGING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE SILVERDALE 
VOLUNTEER FIRE CO. 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 10, 2014 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, we are 
proud to acknowledge the 100th anniversary 
of the Silverdale Volunteer Fire Co. and com-
mend the early founders and today’s volun-
teers for contributing to the safety and protec-
tion of their neighbors from one generation to 
the next. The Silverdale Volunteer Fire Co. 
has prevailed as a well-trained, dedicated 
company of first responders. In November 
1914, a fire in a local bakery was the impetus 
for the formation of the first volunteer fire com-
pany in the small borough of Silverdale, Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania. The new company’s 

first fire call came on Aug. 8, 1915—a result 
of a lightning strike at a farmer’s barn. Since 
then, many Silverdale residents demonstrated 
their dedication through involvement with the 
company, helping it grow along with their thriv-
ing community. Heartiest congratulations to 
the officers and members of the Silverdale 
Volunteer Fire Co., who continue to safeguard 
the community around the clock, reflecting a 
century of public service at its best. 

f 

HONORING JACKSON STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, January 10, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable school, 
Jackson State University, that is located in 
Jackson, Mississippi. Jackson State University 
was founded in 1877, becoming a college in 
1899, and is a historically black institution. It 
was granted university status in 1974. The 
University now awards Bachelor’s, Master’s, 
and Doctoral Degrees. It is a Carnegie Doc-
toral/Research-Intensive institution. 

Jackson State University is known as ‘‘Mis-
sissippi’s Urban University.’’ It operates the 
Mississippi Urban Research Center, which 
‘‘develops and offers instructional programs, 
forums, conferences and workshops on urban 
life.’’ Although this is not the mission state-
ment of the University, the University’s degree 
programs are largely in areas which have 
some bearing on urban life, such as public 
health, business, education, engineering, and 
public administration. Some of the liberal arts 
are represented, but largely the traditional 
ones such as English, Chemistry, Political 
Science and Mathematics. 

Jackson State was founded in 1877 as 
Natchez Seminary by the American Baptist 
Home Society. The State of Mississippi gained 
control of the college in 1940 in order to train 
teachers. The University’s current name was 
adopted in 1979. 

The University is composed of ten different 
colleges and divisions: the College of Edu-
cation and Human Development; the College 
of Business; the College of Public Service; the 
College of Science, Engineering, and Tech-
nical Arts; the College of Liberal Arts; the Col-
lege of Lifelong Learning; and the Divisions of 
Graduate Studies, International Studies, and 
Undergraduate Studies. 

There are seven undergraduate schools 
within the Colleges. Bachelor’s Degrees are 
awarded in the Schools of Allied Health 
Sciences, Business, Education, Engineering, 
Liberal Arts, Science and Technology and So-
cial Work. Graduate degrees are awarded in 
Allied Health, Business, Education, eleven Lib-
eral Arts areas (including Public Policy and 
Administration and Urban and Regional Plan-
ning), Science and Technology, and Social 
Work. The school awards Doctoral Degrees in 
nine areas. The Education Specialist (Ed.S.) 
Degree is also awarded. Jackson State 
houses the College of Business, Education 
and Human Development, Liberal Arts, Life-
long Learning, Public Service, and Science, 
Engineering and Technology. Also available 
are the Divisions of International Studies, Li-
brary and Information Resources, and Under-
graduate Studies. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Jackson State University for 
their dedication to serving. 

f 

IN MEMORIAN: GENERAL BEN 
GARRIDO BLAZ 

HON. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO 
SABLAN 

OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 10, 2014 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, the people of 
the Northern Mariana Islands extend their con-
dolences to the people of Guam on the pass-
ing of their former Delegate to Congress, Gen-
eral Ben Garrido Blaz. 

Especially, we extend our sympathies to his 
sons, Mike and Tom, and to all of General 
Blaz’s family for their great loss. 

Ben Blaz was a trailblazer for all the 
Chamorros of the Mariana Islands, the first of 
us ever to rise to the rank of General in the 
U.S. Armed Forces. 

And he served here from the 99th to the 
102nd Congresses, often looking out for the 
interests of the people of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands, whom I represent, as well as for 
his own constituency in Guam. 

Beyond those professional accomplish-
ments, Ben Blaz was a warm and caring man. 

He was knowledgeable about policy, com-
mitted to finding solutions, and in his passing, 
the Marianas have lost an important leader. 

The people of the Northern Mariana Islands 
share the sadness of our friends and neigh-
bors in Guam. 

And I thank Ms. BORDALLO for bringing us 
together here this afternoon to salute General 
Ben Garrido Blaz. 

May he rest in peace. 
f 

SAVE WOMEN’S LIVES: COMBAT 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 10, 2014 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, to-
morrow, January 11, is Human Trafficking 
Awareness Day—a day on which we remem-
ber that more than 20 million human beings 
toil and suffer as slaves across the globe. A 
day to rededicate ourselves to creating an en-
vironment of zero tolerance for human traf-
ficking in all its forms. 

When I first introduced the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act in 1998, the legislation was 
met with a wall of skepticism and opposition. 
People both inside of government and out 
thought the bold new strategy that included 
sheltering, asylum and other protections for 
the victims, long jail sentences and asset con-
fiscation for the traffickers, and tough sanc-
tions for governments that failed to meet min-
imum standards, was merely a solution in 
search of a problem. 

For most people at that time, the term traf-
ficking applied almost exclusively to illicit 
drugs or weapons. Reports of vulnerable per-
sons—especially women and children—being 
reduced to commodities for sale were often 
met with surprise, incredulity or indifference. It 
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